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And thinking it beyond doubt that nature and the
human soul are derived from the same model
You promptly set about looking for analogies in the vegetable

garden. (André Breton, Ode to Charles Fourier.)



By the time crude oil was discovered early on in the twentieth century the
major socio-political forces — capitalism, communism and the third option
fascism — were busily competing for attention and power. Sadly, not one of
these three systems offered human societies an ecological model and we
have paid dearly for this grand omission ever since.

The construction of ecologically disembodied culture, where desire
and hope are among the abstractions that predominate, has been greatly
assisted by the introduction of clock time or what Guy Debord called
‘psuedo-cyclical time’. In this work I will argue that industrial culture’s
subversion of the cyclical limits the possibilities for social and ecological
regeneration. In previous writing I have articulated industrial culture as a
succession of ‘broken-cycle toxicologies’ where exploiting finite non-
renewable resources for short-term economic gain, over-extending the
capacity of the landbase to regenerate, compressing time and space to enable
monological schooling, wage-slavery and other forms of social bondage,
generating toxicological waste aggregately and applying and entrenching an
anthropocentric worldview are all corollaries. Traditional communities live
according to ecological principals — processes of circularity — where by
observing cyclical time and space enables life to be more easily lived within
what Gertrude Stein termed ‘the continuous present’. This work will first
assess how industrial culture continues to negate the capacity for ecological
and social communities to regenerate, and second offer context for counter-
participation away from dominant industrial-centrist modalities, and towards
distributed social-ecologies — towards a free-poor, time-expanded
relocalisation of community.

Today our fantastical relationship to food and to non-human nature is

paralleled with our increasingly mediated and anthropocentric states. Food



disorders and related mood disorders proliferate; the rate of chronic illness
and self-harm in young people rises. Capitalism’s attempted goals — wealth,
health and leisure — have in real terms meant that people have less time and
no longer know how to feed or power themselves within their communities,
and therefore communities have lost an essential understanding of what the
earth can provide within a reciprocal cyclical relationship.

The basic skills of organic food growing, low-energy living,
sequestering carbon in the ground, repairing local ecologies and
implementing the mechanics of steady-state economics are the skills we and
our children now require if our species is going to make it into the twenty-
second century and beyond. Industrial agriculture (transported supermarket
food) is responsible for 30% of greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore the
home garden and community food garden could alone stop runaway climate
change in a matter of years. Steady-state economics, developed by Herman
Daly and other ecological-economists, is a system of biomimicry similar to
permaculture principals. Daly argues that our current economic system is not
just anti-ecological, but uneconomical with every process a wasting of
precious resources purely to serve abstract figures that are required to keep
ascending regardless of the physical limitations of the landbase. Food and
energy are now beginning to escalate in price courtesy of peaking oil
supplies and most of us are not prepared for the social upheaval that will
unfold as oil diminishes. No other fossil fuel or green-tech energy will
replace the extreme clout of cheap oil, and even if it did it wouldn’t help the
dilemma of a severely broken carbon cycle.

In enabling change our roles do not have to be grand and generate
templates for everyone, rather based upon restoring the balance of cyclical

life in all manners of ways possible from our homes out, or as David



Holmgren, a community neighbour and a co-originator of the permaculture
movement, suggests — a bottom-up rebuild. Our linear mindset has broken
the cycles that enable regeneration and equilibrium, where birth, growth and
consumption are favoured, while death and decomposition are negated and
feared. So, from here on in this work will attempt to participate in what it
represents and both decompress and diversify the standard uniform lines of

printed text with a continuously present cyclical device.
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